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Press release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Taunton, Somerset, July 2011
Elite group announced
Local care staff excel.

Recent news has highlighted the poorer side to care across the country, but the annual Care Awards in Somerset show that there is genuinely excellent work being done in our local area. The care sector is one rewarded through personal job satisfaction and commonly known for generally not being in the higher bracket for salaries, but one of compassion and selflessness.  

Care Focus Somerset is therefore delighted to announce the elite group of individuals who are finalists for the 2011 Care Awards! This year the event takes place on Friday 7th October 2011 where a gala evening of celebration and recognition takes place, at the Wellsprings Centre in Taunton. Out of well over a hundred nominations received, the independent judges had a tough job in narrowing down each category to just 3 finalists in each. The winner of each category will be announced at the glittering ceremony in October. 
The Care Awards, now in their fifth year, celebrate and recognise the outstanding people who work in and support the care sector in Somerset. Nominations were of an exceptionally high quality this year which made the final selection a very hard job. The dedication and commitment from so many people, to their roles, is outstanding. The BBC Points West presenter Chris Vacher will be welcomed back again this year to present the awards. 
The event is entirely funded through sponsorship and without the support of local businesses, this event could not take place. The care sector can be a challenging but personally rewarding area to work in. These awards are designed to bring out the best of the best and highlight the wonderful work done within Somerset. Contact Care Focus to book tickets on 01823 461876.
Congratulations to this year’s finalists who are:

New Recruit to Social Care


· Katie Richards, South West Independence Ltd, Bridgwater

· Matt Low, Homes Caring for Autism, Taunton
Dedication to End of Life Care Award


· Palliative Care Team, Care South, Crewkerne

· Shelley Lawless, Lifeline Homecare

· Elizabeth Joyce, Lifeline Homecare

Outstanding Learner


· Yvonne Rodber, Grovelands (Somerset Care), Yeovil

· Stephanie Davies, (South West Independence), Bridgwater

Outstanding Trainer/Educator/Mentor


· Eileen Moschke, Somerset Partnership/ Next Steps volunteer bureau, Glastonbury

· Christine Allen, Glastonbury Care Home (Brunelcare), Glastonbury

· Katie Hanlon, Way Ahead Care Ltd, Taunton

Outstanding Volunteer


· Charlotte Taylor & Tegan Osborne-Brown, Taunton School (The Rectory), Taunton

· George Williams, Friends of Greenhill (FROGS), Cheddar

· Meals on Wheels team, Magna West Somerset, Williton

Outstanding Supervisor/Manager


· Caroline Sharp, Sherborne House Care Home, Yeovil

· Julie Packer, Homes Caring for Autism, Burnham on Sea

· Ann Bright, Majesticare, Wellington

Outstanding Care or Support worker #1


· Brenda Moxey,
The Glastonbury Care Home (Brunelcare), Glastonbury

· Sarah Prickett, Red Gables (Voyage), Burnham on Sea

· Ivy Collier, Oakville Homecare, Frome

Outstanding Care or Support worker #2


· Jackie Ellis, South West Independence, Bridgwater

· Sue Turner, Kylemore Care, Yeovil

· Carole Davies, National Autistic Society, Weston Super Mare

Outstanding Ancillary Worker


· Terri Combes, Adults Social Care - SCC Community Directorate, Yeovil

· Philip Chandler, Somerset Care, Yeovil

· Anita Manning, Way Ahead Care, Taunton

· Catering Team, St Margaret's Hospice, Yeovil

· Peter Godden, Voyage, Cannock

The Tim Catley-Day Award


· Maria Kneeshaw, Care South, Crewkerne

· Sarah Stobart, Candlelight Homecare, Glastonbury

· Nicky Hale, Flourish Homes, Street

Outstanding Contribution


· All staff, Grovelands (Somerset Care), Yeovil

· Tabby Hickman, Candlelight, Glastonbury

· Integrated Support Team, Adult Social Care, Somerset Community Health & Way Ahead Care
Ends…
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Notes for editors

Contact:
Becky Sprangle
Care Focus Somerset
01823 461876
bsprangle@carefocussomerset.org
www.carefocussomerset.org
Care Focus Somerset is a not-for-profit company limited by guarantee and as an Employer-led Partnership, supports the Social Care sector with Workforce Planning and Development. The work we undertake is funded via contracts held with Somerset County Council, Skills for Care and NHS Somerset, as well as tendering for additional specific projects.

We work collaboratively with Somerset County Council, the Care Quality Commission, Somerset Primary Care Trust and both Health and Social Care Providers in raising the quality of Social Care services across Somerset by:

· Contributing to workforce planning.

· Developing a positive public image of the social care workforce.

· Promoting the benefits of an educated and skilled workforce to care providers.

· Identifying and maximising funding opportunities in the social care sector.
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